
 

 

P.O. Box 224382      www.eastkessler.org 

Dallas, Texas 75222       

VIA EMAIL         November 6, 2011 

To the Oak Cliff Gateway Rezoning Committee:  

The East Kessler Park Neighborhood Association submits the following   comments and 

questions regarding the October 3, 2011 Draft Ordinance presented   by Larry Good at the Hitt 

Auditorium on October 24, 2011.  

1.    We are very pleased and appreciative that the Committee granted   our request for Mr. Good 

to use the City's Form Based Zoning (FBZ) Ordinance   in the Gateway.  However, in comparing 

Mr. Good's Form-based Code with   the City's, we find two significant discrepancies.   First, the   

Residential Transition District (RTN) has apparently been replaced by   Neighborhood Infill and 

second, the City's Development Types, which address   the structural forms for the various 

districts, have been dropped completely.   Our understanding is that FBZ  is a total package, 

where each element   elaborates the others.  What is the rationale for not following all of   the 

City's FBZ, which we and others in the city worked so long and hard to   develop and get 

adopted by the City Council?  

2.     We are also very pleased and appreciative that the Committee granted our request to place 

foremost emphasis on protecting and enhancing the   street grid in order to insure the Gateway's 

walkability and viability.  This addition of Andrew Howard to the consultation team and 

adhering entirely   to the City's FBZ on the form of the streetscapes is excellent.  

3.      With respect to Beckley Avenue between I-30 and Colorado, we remain fixed on 'calming' 

and updating Beckley into a complete street with bike lanes, which also promote 

environmentally clean and economically prudent transportation options.  While we acknowledge 

Methodist's imperative for emergency access, why does no other hospital in this City or in any 

major   American city enjoy such a wide berth for their ER vehicles?  Moreover, why isn't 

Methodist advancing the foundational value of a healthy lifestyle by installing bike lanes and 

amenities both on and off their campus? 

4.      EKPNA stands in solidarity with other neighborhood associations for self-determination 

and the fulfillment of their particular zoning requests. Surrounded by neighborhoods, the 

Gateway's zoning should be sensitive to each and every one of those neighborhoods, all of whom 



devoted more than two years visioning and planning for the Gateway's rezoning.  This should not 

be the time or opportunity to impose unfriendly zoning upon any of us.  

5.     Attached are our recommendations with respect to uses and parking.  

Many thanks for your   consideration in the above regard.   

Sincerely, 

      ~S~ 

Timothy Herfel                                                                                                  

President                                                                                   

East Kessler Park Neighborhood Association 
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